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(57) Abstract 

A plant packaging and covering system 
comprising a floral sleeve (10) having a base 
portion (32) having a decorative pattern (36) 
thereon. The sleeve (10) may have an upper 
sleeve portion (30) which can surround a plant 
disposed in a pot and which can be detached 
once the protective function of the sleeve (10) 
is complete or which can be used to support 
the sleeve (10) from a support device prior to 
use. The decorative pattern (36) has a curved or 
non-linear upper boundary (38) which gives the 
sleeve (10) the appearance of having a curved or 
non-linear upper skirt extending from the base 
portion (32). 
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FLORAL SLEEVE HAVING A DECORATIVE PATTERN 

The present application has subject matter which is related to 
the disclosures of U.S. Patent No. 5,625,979, and U.S. Patent No. 
5,572,851. The specifications of each of these patents are hereby 
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. 

5 

TTTRT.n OF n tOTg JWVENTION 

ms invention generally relates to sleeves, and, more 
particularly, sleeves used to «rap floral groupings or flower pots 
containing floral groupings and/or mediums containing floral 
10 groupings, and i»ethods of using same. 

Figure I is a side perspective view of a sleeve having a base 
portion with a decorative pattern having a curved upper boundary 
15 and having an upper detachable portion and constructed xn 
accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a potted plant disposed 

within the sleeve of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the sleeve and potted plant 
20 of Figure 2 after the upper portion of the sleeve has been removed 
from the base portion of the sleeve. 

Fig^are 4 is a side view of another sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the. present invention. 
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Figure 5 is a side view of another sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 6 is a side view of =r>«*u 

-Loe view of another sleeve constructed in 

accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 7 is a side view of yet another sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 8 is a side view of yet another sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 9 is a side view of vo*- =««4.w 

e View Of yet another sleeve constructed in 

accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 10 is a side view of yet anoth*.^ 

yet another sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 11 is a side view of v«»i- 

view ot yet another sleeve constructed in 

accordance with the present invention. 

Figure 12A is a side view of a sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention and having a decorative 
pattern having an upper boundary having a crenate or scalloped 
pattern ♦ 

Figure UB a side view of a sleeve constructed i„ 

accordance with the present invention and having a decorative 
pattern havin, an upper houndary having an inverted crenate or 
inverted scalloped pattern. 

Figure 12C is a side view of a sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention and having a decorative 
pattern having an upper boundary having a crenulate, toothed, or 
Zig-zag pattern. 
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Figure 12D is a side view of a sleeve constructed in 
accordance with the present invention and having a decorative 
pattern having an upper boundary having a crenelated or 
rectangular-shaped pattern. 

nirgrPTPTTON r>p THE pRE ^i^ffPii-n RMRODIMENTS 
The present invention contemplates in a preferred version a 
preformed tubular sleeve for covering a pot means having an upper 
end, a lower end, and an outer peripheral surface. Said preformed 
sleeve comprises a base portion having an upper end, a lower end, 
and an interior space. The preformed sleeve may further comprise 
a detachable upper sleeve portion generally si^ed to surround and 
enclose a floral grouping. The upper portion when present may be 
detachable via perforations, tear strips, weakened areas, or 
zippers. The upper sleeve portion may have one or more apertures 
or an extended upper portion for serving as a handle or support 
device • 

The tubular sleeve may form part of a plant package when used 
in conjunction with a pot assembly disposed within the retaining 
space of the base portion of the tubular sleeve, the pot assembly 
having a floral grouping disposed therein, and wherein the pot 
assembly is substantially surrounded and encompassed by the base 
portion and the floral grouping is substantially surrounded and 
encompassed and enclosed by the upper sleeve portion when it forms 
25 a part of the preformed sleeve. 
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«.o, the base portion „ay co^^ise a bonding ^terial 
a»po«d on an inner portion thereof for hondingly connecting to a 
po depose, therein. Or the tending „ateriai be <.i.po«a on an 
outer portion thereof. 

The baae portion of the preformed tubular sieeve be 
constructed fro. a first „ateriai the upper portion <„here 
present, constructed fro„ a. second material different fro. the 
^irst material, .he preformed sleeve „a. comprise a portion of a 
P a.t parage which additional!, comprises a pot asse^bl, disposed 

^^posed therein, and wherein the pot of the pot asse^bj i 
substantially surrounded and encompassed by the base portion. 

These embodiments and others of th. ™ - . 
^ . """"^ °* present invention are now 

described .„ more detail below. xt will be appreciated that the 
e^camples provided herein .re not intended to limit the scope a.d 
-ent Of the claimed invention but are only intended to exemplify 

various of the embodiments of the inv=n, • 

or the invention contemplated herein. 

lilejlfe odiment. Meth,ds_a^se.cLFlguie^^ 
Shown in ngure l and designated therein by the general 
reference numeral 10 is a fio^-iKi 

. ''^^^'''^ preformed sleeve of unitary 

construction. The sleeve lo preferably initiallv 
■Fio,r4Ki ^, initially comprises a 

f 1 f ^"^^ " "^^^^"^ - — e in the 

a7be : : — - -eve 

eve . ^" ^" ~ ^ configuration. .he 

s-eve .0 IS preferably tapered outwardly from the lower end toward 
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a Urger dimeter .t its upper end. In its fattened Bt.te the 
,Ueve 10 has e„ overall «ape.oidal or modified trapezoidal shape, 
^ When opened is substantially frusto-coni.al to conitor.. It 
«U1 be appreciated, however, that the sleeve 10 «y co»pr.se 
variations on the aforementioned shapes or »ay comprise 
.ignincantly altered shapes such as s^are or rectangular, wherein 

rviindrical form, as long as the 
the sleeve 10 when opened has a cyimarxcax 

• =^r.«-rrfance with the present invention m the 
sleeve 10 functions in accordance witn y 

manner described herein. 

. ifi and in its flattened state has a first side 
peripheral surface 16 and in 

18 and a second side 20. The sleeve 10 has an opening 22 

.losed With a bottom at the lower end 14 . The sleeve 10 also has an 
inner peripheral surface which, when the sleeve 10 is opened, 
aefines and encompasses an inner retaining space as indicated 

p„.tio„ Of th. lower end U .ay be inwardly or outwardly folded o 
form one or more gussets 2e constructed in a manner well Known to 
one of ordinary sKill in the art as shown in Figure 1 for 
permitting a bottom of an object such as a potted plant to be 
disposed into the inner retaining space of the lower end 14 of the 
.leave 10. Further the lower end 14 may be construct«l in the 

^- « TT <? Serial No. 08/606,957 , the 
manner shown in copending U.S. Serial 

.-.r, of wh^ch is hereby incorporated herein in its 
, specification ot wn^cn 
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entirety. Figure 2 shows a sleeve lOa fr^yn. w • 

^. , ^""^ without a gusset in 

the lower end 14a. 

T.e Sleeve .0 is generally ^rusto-co.ic.ll. s.ape., 
.l^ve 10 .e, w„ e.e.ple not 

I cTT'. ^' ^ - .rnseo-conlce 

and cylindrical, or any other ehaoe i 

y ner shape, as long as the sleeve lO 
functions as described herein as nn«-o^ =w 

Further, the sleeve 
10 may comprise any shape, whether geometric non « . • 

y^"*»et-c^ic, non-geometric, 

w h ..e present Indention. .e sleeve 10 also .e e^lppea 
w.t. a«.„ege .eens <e.,., one or ^re .oles, 1„ tne .ase portion 
or botto.- thereof or ventilation holes ,not shown, in the base or 
upper portion, or can .e ^.e ,ro. per^eahle or i„per.ea.le 

materials . 

The material .ro. which the sleeve lo is constructed 
re^e a,,, , ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^ 

abou o.s ^^^^^^ 

preferably, the sleeve 10 is construc^.H ^ 

" '^^"^^^^"^^^d from a material which is 
riexible, semi-rigid, riairt «^ 

■ ^ ' °^ combination thereof. The 

sleeve lo may be constructed of a sinm^ r 

^, , . a ot a single layer of material or a 

plurality of lavers of *-k» 

Anv thi . ' " °^ materials. 

Any thickness of the infli-*»T-< = i 

""^^ « l-'-'S « the 

-crrhea herein. - layers o. material co^prlsin, the sleeve 10 . 
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nay be connected together or laminated or may be separate layers, 
such materials used to construct the sleeve 10 are described in 
U.S. patent No. 5,111,637 entitled "Method For Wrapping A Floral 
Grouping" issued to Weder et al., on May 12, 1992, which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. Any thickness of material may be 
utilized in accordance with the present invention as long as the 
sleeve 10 may be formed as described herein, and as long as the 
formed sleeve 10 may contain at least a portion of a pot. or potted 
plant or a floral grouping, as described herein. Additionally, an 
insulating material such as bubble film, preferable as one of two 
or more layers, can be utilized in order to provide additional 
protection for the item, such as the floral grouping , contained 
therein. 

In one embodiment , the sleeve 10 may be constructed from a 
sheet comprising two polypropylene films. The material comprising 
the sleeve 10 may be connected together or laminated or may be 
separate layers. In an alternative embodiment, the sleeve 10 may 
be constructed from only one of the polypropylene films. 

The sleeve 10 is constructed from any suitable material that 
>0 is capable of being formed into a sleeve and wrapped about a pot 
and a floral grouping disposed therein. Preferably, the material 
comprises paper (untreated or treated in any manner), cellophane, 
metal foil, polymer film, non-polymer film, fabric (woven or 
nonwoven or synthetic or natural), cardboard, fiber, cloth, burlap, 
25 or laminations or combinations thereof. 
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The ter» .poljn^r fil„- a ..n-.ade poller such as a 

Pol«.ropne„e or a natumiy o.currin, polymer auch aa ceUophahe 
A po,y..r u rexauvely strcn, an. not as su^^ect to tearin, 

su.s.a..iany «o„-teara.l., , as ^ t.e case. p.pe. „. 

foil. ^ ^ 



The ..terial co-np.isin, the sleeve 10 vary i„ color and as 
aescrlbea herein consists of aesl^s or decorative patterns which 
ere printed, etched, and/or «*ossed thereon using Inks or other 
printing ^terlals. ^ a.a„pie of an ink which „ay he applied to 
.he surface of the material Is described in U.S. Patent Ko. 
5,U7,,06 entitled -Water Based Ink On Foil ^d/Or synthetic 
organic Polymer- Issued to Kingman on Sep. is, l„, „nich is 
hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

ir addition, the «terlal ^y h,,, 
coatings, flocking and/or metallic finishes, or other decorative 
surface ornamentation applied separately or simultaneously or n,ay 
be Characterized totally or partially by pearlescent, translucent, 
-ansparent, iridescent, neon, or the like, gualities. The 
material .ay further comprise, .r have applied thereto, one or «re 
Bcents. Bach of the above-naned characteristics .ay occur alone or 
in co^mation and „ay be applied to the upper and/or lower surface 
Of the material comprising the sleeve 10. Moreover, portions of 
the material used In constructing the sleeve 10 ^y vary in the 
co«>ination of such characteristics. The ^terlal utilized for the 
s eeve 10 itself .ay be opague. translucent, transparent, or 
partially clear or tinted transparent. . 
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The term -floral grouping" as used herein means cut tresh 
flowers, artificial flowers, a single flower or other fresh and/or 
artificial plants or other floral materials and may include other 
secondary plants and/or ornamentation or artificial _ or natural 
materials which add to the aesthetics of the overall floral 
grouping. The floral grouping comprises a bloom or foliage portion 
and a stem portion. Further, the floral grouping may comprise a 
growing potted plant having a root portion (not shown) as well. 
However, it will be appreciated that the floral grouping may 
consist of only a single bloom or only foliage, or a botanical item 
(not shown), or a propagule (not shown,. The term -floral 
grouping- may be used interchangeably herein with both the terms 
-floral arrangement- and -potted plant-. The term -floral 
grouping- may also be used interchangeably herein with the terms 
■botanical item- and/or -propagule. - 

The term -growing medium" when used herein means any liquid, 
solid or gaseous material used for plant growth or for the 
^ cultivation of propagules. Including organic and inorganic 
materials such as soil, humus, perlite, vermlculite, sand, water, 
end including the nutrients, fertilizers or hormones or 
combinations thereof required by the plants or propagules for 
growth . 

The term "botanical item" when used herein means a natural or 
artificial herbaceous or woody plant, , taken singly or in 
combination. The term "botanical item" also means any portion or 
portions of natural or artificial herbaceous or woody plants 
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including stems, leaves, fiower.5 ki«o 

' flowers, blossoms, buds, blooms, cones, or 

roots, taken singly or in combination or in n 

„ ^. ^tion, or in groupings of such 

portions such as bouquet or floral grouping. 

The terra "propagule" when used herein 

s»ea nerein means any . structure 
capable of being propagated or actina . t:ructure 
^. P 5 or acting as an agent of reproduction 

including seeds, shoots, stems, runners tub... . " 

' ^^^ers, plants, leaves, 

roots or spores. 

xn accoraance with the present invention, . 
opt^nan, .e ..po.ea on a po.Uo„ o. the s.ee.e .„ to attach 
c a ,3 ,,3^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^ 

:r: r° " "'^^ — — < «s 

will be discussed in further detail below. 

It will be understood that k« 

, bonding material may be 

spo^ea a. a at.ip o. ..oc. on a ..ace o. the .ee. 
h. ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

1 'r " — .^c. a.^et.ie; o. 

u: .o™, ana in an. patte„ inciuain, cove.in, eithe. the 
t.e ,e.iphe.a. s..ace ana/o. oute. pe.iphe.a: surface 

Of the Sleeve la ana/or the pot or pot cover The bo„Hi 

be covered by a cover or rel ^ 
orior . """'P """" "° -™°vea 

Pr or to the use o. the .eeve, pot or-pot cover, .he bonain, 
ter.al can he appUea „eans .no™ to those o. orainar. 
ne. art. One .ethoa for a.Upos.„, a honain, .ter... i„ th. 
» aahes.ve, ie aescribea in U.S. .tent «o. s,ua.„, 
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entitled -MethodFor w«ppUc, A Floral Grouping" issued to Weder et 
el., on Mey 1., l.«, wnich has been incorporated by reference 

above. , , 

The ter. -bonding r^terial or bonding .eans- when used herein 

„eans an adhesive, fre^ently a pressure sensitive adhesive, or a 
cohesive. «hen the bonding material is a cohesive, a s^. lar 
cohesive material »ust be placed on the adjacent surface for 
.ndingly contacting and bondingly engaging with the cohesive 
material. The ter. -bonding material or bonding .eans 
includes materials which are heat sealable and, in this instance 
the adjacent portions of the material .ust be brought into contact 
end then heat .ust be applied to effect the seal. .he te„ 
-ending ^terial or bonding .eans- also includes .aterrals wh.ch 
ere sonic sealable and vibratory sealable. The ter. ■bond.n, 
-.aterial or bonding .eans- when used herein also »eans a h 
sealing lacguer or hot «lt material which «y be applxed to the 
material and, in this instance, heat, sound waves, or vibrations, 
also Bust be applied to effect the sealing. 

Alternatively, a cold seal adhesive .ay be utilized as the 
' ^naing ^terial or .e«.s. The cold seal adhesive adheres only to 
a similar substrate, acting similarly as a cohesive, and binds only 
to itself. The cold seal adhesive, since it bonds only to a 
.i^lar substrate, does not cause a residue to build up on 
eguip^ent, thereby both pernitting .uch .ore rapid disposition and 
; .se Of such equipment to for. articles and reducing labor costs 
.urther, since no heat is required to effect the seal, the dwell 



PCT/US99/08242 



tx„e, that i., the tl.e for the sheet of ^terial to fon. and 
retain the shape of an artiole, such as a flower pot cover or 
tlower pot, is reduced. * cold seal adhesive Wnds ^IcUy and 
easxly With .inl^i ^^^^ ^ ^^^^ 

releasable. This characteristic is different fro™ , 

uiiierent from, for example, a 

pressure sensitive adhesive. 

AS sho». in Pi^„ 1, the Sleeve 10 in one e^diment is 
denarcated into an upper portion 30 and a lower, or base, portion 
3a. The base portion 32 of the sleeve 10 is generally si^ed to 
contain a potted plant. Preferably, the base portion 32 is tapered 
to f.t the Shape of a standard pot. The upper portion 30 of the 
Sleeve 10 is si.ed to substantially surround and enclose a floral 
grouping contained within the potted plant disposed within the base 
portion 3. Of the sleeve 10. The sleeve 10 is demarcated into the 
upper portion 30 and the base portion 32 by a detaching element 34 
*or enabling the detachment of the upper portion 30 of the sleeve 

10 from the base portion 32 of the sleeve 10 Tn .-h 

xu. In the. present 

version, the detaching element 34 is a plurality of hori.ontally- 
or.ented perforations comprising a horizontal line which extends 
c^rcumferentially across the outer peripheral surface U of the 

detachrng element, - or ..detaching means- as used generally herein, 
-ans any element or means, or combination of elements, or 
teatures, such as, but not by way of limitatinn 

^. . I y oz limitation, perforations, tear 

trxps. .ipp.„, 3„y other devices or elements of this nature 

— n the art, or any co^ination thereof, wHich enable the 
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tearing a«.y or detachment of one object £ro. another. Therefore, 
While perforations are shown and described in detail herein, xt 
„iU be understood that tear strips, zippers, or any other 

sT-t or anv combination thereof, 
-detaching elements- known in the art, or any c 

could be substituted therefore and/or used therewith. 

in a preferred e„i.odiment, as shown in Figure 1, the sleeve 10 

^as a decorative pattern 36 disposed upon or inherent to the base 

portion 32. The decorative pattern 36 has a curved upper boundary 

36 positioned below the detaching element 34, which in the • 

preferred e:*odiment is a horizontal line of perforations. The 

decorative pattern 36 may be a solid color, or multicolored print, 

or may be comprised of a plurality of individual patterns such as 

a.floral print .omposed of a pattern of leaves and blossoms^ 

Between the detaching element 34 and the curved upper boundary 3 

is a clear zone 40 comprising an unprinted zone which is clear and 

transparent, and has no printing thereon. The curved upper 

boundary 3S may comprise a distinct demarcation between the c ear 

,one 40 and the decorative pattern 36,- or may comprise less 

definite boundery (for example, comprising edges of a floral print, 

but Which When viewed from a distance still provides the sleeve 10 

with an appearance of having a curved upper boundary 38. The 

decorative pattern 36 may cover all of, or just a portion of , the 

base portion 32 below the clear zone 40. In a preferred embodiment 

the curved upper boundary 38 -has a plurality of peaks 42 and 

troughs 44. The peaks 42 are preferably within about 0.0 ™ to 

about 2S of the detaching element 34 and the troughs 44 are 
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the distances listed above. 

<.eco«tive p..«.„ 34 ^ ,,3^^, „ ^^^^ 

o. « ^ ,,.^3^ ^^^^ ^ ^ , 

base portion 32. ® 
.ho» i„ . . p.,,., p,„, ^3 ^^^^^^ 

P=t =0. ™.e„ tHe „ppe. portion 3„ o. t.e sUeve XO .s .e.ovea 
-^.e 3,, ... po«.o„ . . ... „ ^ J 

covering 56 about the potted plant 48. Althouoh V. . 

the decorative 

covering 48 now has a substantially straiaht 

^ . ""^y^^^^^erht upper edge 58, the 

aeco„t.ve covering Has t.e appearanoe, or nx.ion. o. .av „g 

:=one 40 is clear and transparent, and therefore i„ 

' tneretore inconspicuous. 

Three other embodiments of the in.,««4-- 
4_. invention are shown in Figures 

4 6. Figure 4 shows a sleeve in« «v„- u • 
sleeve 10 " ^^^^"^ 

ee e ,o except sleeve 10a has apertures .or enabling a plurality 

- Xeeves lOa to be placed on a support device such as a wicj 
<not Shown,, sleeve lOa has. an upper portion 30a which is si. ^ 
substantially enclose ^ f i i 

' AS Shown in Figure 4 

sleeve lOa does not have a gusset bui- . 

gusset, but one of ordinary skill in the 
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art will understand that the sleeve 10a could be manufactured with 
a gusset in the lower end thereof. Figure 5 shows a sleeve 10b 
having an upper portion 30b which has apertures 60 for use in 
supporting the sleeve 10b from a support device. Unlike the upper 
portion 30a of sleeve 10a, the upper portion 30b of sleeve 10b is 
not sized to enclose a floral grouping and is intended to be 
removed from the base portion 32b before the sleeve idb is placed 
about a pot as a decorative covering. Further, as shown in Figure 
6, sleeve IOC is the same as sleeves 10-lOb except it is 
instructed without a detachable upper portion such that sleeve lOc 
has a base portion 32c having a substantially straight upper edge 
62. in effect, when sleeve 10c is placed as a decorative covering 
about a pot, it has the same overall appearance as the decorative 
covering 56 in Figure 3, after the upper portion 30 has been 

removed from sleeve 10, 

other embodiments of the present invention are shown in 
Figures 7-11. Shown in Figure 7 is sleeve lOd which is the same as 
sleeve 10 except sleeve lOd has a lower end 14d which has a curved 
end 64, rather than a straight end. Sleeve lOd is shown as having 
a detachable upper portion 30d, but it will be appreciated that 
sleeve lOd may be constructed having an upper portion similar to 
sleeves 10a or 10b, or may be constructed without an upper portion 

similar to sleeve 10c. 

Figure 8 shows a sleeve lOe which may be constructed exactly 
the same as any of sleeves 10-lOb or lOd except a closure bonding 
material 66 is disposed on or near an upper end portion of the 
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upper portion 30e of the sleeve aoe for enablino' , 

upper portion 30e atter a DotteH , ^^^"3 =l°sure of the 

.Zeeveioe. ' ^"'"^ """Oi^Posed vithin the 

Figure 9 shows a sleeve lof having a bonrt- 
-posea npon a .rtion of the inner sJIoe oraT " 
o. the Sleeve lOf, otherwise the sleeve lOf ^ . """"^ 
a .anner si..lar to an. of sleeves 10-l„e ^" 
.e .ea to attach the .ase portl: 3! TriTT " 

;:r r " ^ --^ ^ ™ ^-o: or:: 

the .ase portion 3af after a pot is .isposea therein. 

as a.ro7V° ' "^^'^ "^^ - - sa^e 

as any of sleeves 10-lOf ey^or,*- »i 

Awr/ except sleeve lOq has a 
70 on ar, ^ bonding material 

on an outer surface of i-u^ u 

«4.j.ace or the base portion ^or, *.u 

bonding material .0 may .e used to form 

shown) in th. 1 ^ '''''^P^^ ("°t 

snown) xn the lower portion 32g. 

Figure li shows a sleeve loh 
end Of th. '2 "PPer 

end Of the upper portion 30h for use as a handle for • 
sleeve ifth K • nanaxe, for enabling the 

leeve loh havxng a pot disposed therein to be carried 
-ay be constructed the same . -^arrxed. Sleeve lOh 

tne same as any of t-ho r-i 

-ewhere herein .hioh have an upper portr s 

potted plant. ° ^^^l"" a 

The upper portion 30 of the sleeve 10 n.y also . 
additional vertioal detachin, element oo^risinT a pi ^" 
vertioal perforations <not shown, for facilitl L ' " 

upper portion 30 and „hi.. are disposed ^To; 
therein extending between the vertically 

the detaching element 34 of the sleeve 10 
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and the upper end 12. Th, upper portion 30 of the aeeve 10 is 
separable trou the base portion 32 o£ the sleeve 10 by tearing the 
„pper portion 30 along both the vertical perforations (when 
present, and the detaching element 34, thereby separating the upper 
portion 30 fro. the base portion 32 of the sleeve 10. The base 
portion 32 of the sleeve 10 remains disposed about the pot forming 
a decorative cover which substantially surrounds and encompasses 

the pot of the potted plant. 

It vill be understood by a person of ordinary sKill in the art 
.hat equipment and devices for forming floral sleeves are 
commercially available, and are veil .nown to a person of ordinary 
eUU in the art. Therefore, further discussion of the 
construction of the covers described herein is not deemed 
necessary. 

« noted above, any of sleeves 10-lOh may have an open 
Closed lower end. when the lower end is dosed, the lower end may 
h„e one or more gussets 26 formed therein for allowing expansion 
o£ the lower end when an object with a broad lower end such as a 
pot is disposed therein. In another version of sleeve lOe, the 
.leeve may comprise a flap positioned at the upper end of the upper 
portion 30e which can be folded over and sealed with a flap bonding 
strip to an adjacent portion of the outer peripheral surface of the 
Sleeve near the upper end thereof, other versions of the sleeve 
,not Shown) may comprise ventilation holes or drainage means (e.g. , 
holes, in the base portion 32 for allowing movement of gases or 
moisture to and away from the inner space of the sleeve. 
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AS noted ,.ove, it win generally desired to u.e the 
Sleeves described herein as coverings .or e potted piant. .s shown 
- Figure a. the potted pie.t comprises a pot having an upper end, 
a iower end, an outer peripheral surface, and an inner peripheral 
surface which encompasses an inner space for retaining a fiorai 
grouping or piant. The iower end of the pot is closed .ut „ay have 
holes for permitting water drainage. The tern, .pot- as used herein 
refers to any type of container Used for holding a floral grouping 
or Plant. Examples of pots, used in accordance with the present 
invention include, .ut not By .ay of limitation, clay pots, wooden 
pots. Plastic pots, pots made from natural mad/or synthetic fibers 
or any co«a=in,tion thereof. The pot is adapted to receive a florai 

grouping in the retaining space The flor,., 

^ floral grouping may be 

disposed within the pot along with a suit.hl. 

suitable growing medium 
described in further detail below, or other retaining medium, such 
as a floral foam. it win ,130 be understood that the floral 
9rouping, and any^ appropriate growing medium or other retaining 
medium, may be disposed in the sleeve Without a pot. 

in an alternative version of the invention, a bonding material 
-y be disposed on the outer surface of the pot while the sleeve 
10-lOh is free of a bonding material, m this case, when the pot is 
disposed into the open sleeve, the bonding material on the outer 

peripheral surface of the sleeve causing the sleeve to be bondingly 
connected to a portion of the outer surface of the pot 
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in yet another version of the method of the present invention, 
a bonding material may be disposed on the both outer surface of the 
pot and the inner peripheral surface of any of the sleeves 
mentioned herein. In such a case, preferably the bonding material 
both of the pot and the sleeve is a cohesive which allows bonding 
to a surface covered with the cohesive but not to dissimilar 
surfaces. 

AS shown in Figures l-U, the decorative pattern preferably 
comprises a curved upper boundary. However, the configuration of 
the upper boundary of the decorative pattern is not necessarily 
meant to be limited to a "curved" design and may be constructed in 
any number of other "non-linear" patterns, several being shown in 
Figures 12A-12D. For example, Figure 12A shows a sleeve lOi having 
an upper boundary 38i having a crenate or scalloped pattern. 
Figure 12B shows sleeve lOj having an upper boundary 38j having a 
crenate or scalloped pattern which is inverted. Figure 12C shows 
a sleeve 10k having an upper boundary 38k having a crenulate 
toothed or zig-zag pattern. Figure 12D shows a sleeve 101 having 
an upper boundary 381 having a crenelated or rectangular-shaped 
pattern. One of ordinary skill in the art will understand these 
are but a few of the patterns that the perforations may form and 
one of ordinary skill could contemplate many other suitable 
patterns. 

The sleeves described herein may be formed by intermittently 
advancing two separate webs, one or two webs preformed in the form 
of a tube, or a single web folded double and sealing the 
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the sxeeve thus fo™«. f„„ the webs or v... 

for. .X ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

the knowledge of one of ordinary skiU in the art 

It ..ould also be „ot«, that for all versions of sleeves 
descrxbed above which have a bonding „aterial thereon, it „ay be 
aesirable to have a release material or cover strip coverin, 
adhesive or cohesive bonding ^terial disposed on any portion of 
the Sleeve for preventing the bonding material fro„ bonding to 
another surface until the desired ti„e. further i„ each of the 
cases described herein wherein a sleeve is applied to a pot or a 
covered pot, the sleeve .ay be applied thereto either by depositing 
the pot or covered pot downwardly into the open retaining space of 
the Sleeve, or the sleeve .ay be brougbt upwardly about the pot or 
covered pot from below the pot or a covered pot. 

It Should be further noted that various features of the 
versions of the present invention such as closure bonding areas, 
eupport apertures, bandies or handle apertures, additional 
perforations, drainage „eans, ventilation boles, co^inations of 
material ™y be used alone or in combination as elements of any of 
the embodiments described above herein. 

Ch«,ges may b, mad, in the construction and the operation of 
the various components, elements and asse^lies described herein or 
.n the steps or the sequence of steps of the methods described 
herein wU.out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention 
as defined in the following claims. 
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What is claimed is : 

• '^Arsir^T havinq a flattened state, 
A tubular sleeve initially having 



1. 

comprising 



a base portion sized to contain a pot; 
an upper portion detachable from the base portion via a 

~ horizontal line of perforations; and 
a decorative pattern disposed on or inherent to at least 
a portion of the base portion, with the decorative 
pattern having a curved upper boundary positioned 
below the horizontal line of perforations, and the 
. base portion having a clear zone between the 
horizontal line, of • perforations and the curved 
upper boundary of the decorative pattern, such that 
When the upper portion is detached from the base 
portion, the base portion has the appearance of 
having a curved upper end. 

2 T^e tubular .leeve of claim 1. wherein the upper portion 
is Sized to substantially surround and enclose a floral grouping 
disposed within a pot. 

3 The tubular =le.ve 0£ clai^ 1 or 2 wherein the upper 
portion has apertures for suspending the tubular sleeve fro» a 
support means. 
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4. The tubular sleeve of claims 1.2 or 3 wherein the base 
portion further comprises a tapered shape for conforming to the 
shape of the pot. 

5. The tubular sleeve of any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the curved upper boundary of the decorative pattern 
comprises a plurality of peaks and troughs wherein the peaks are 
generally within 0 mm to about 25 mm of the horizontal line of 
perforations and the troughs are generally about 10 mm to about 60 
nun below the horizontal line of perforations. 

6. The tubular sleeve of any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the base portion has a bottom end having a gusset therein. 

7. A tubular sleeve for decoratively covering a pot 
coitjjrising : 

a base sized to contain a pot, the base having a 
substantially horizontal upper edge, and a 
decorative pattern disposed on or inherent to at 
least a portion of the base portion, with the 
decorative pattern having a curved upper boundary 
positioned below the upper edge of the base, and 
the base having a clear zone between the upper edge 
and the curved upper boundary of the decorative 
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V, t-h«t the base has the appearance of having 
pattern, such that tne oao 

a curved upper end. 

^ 7 Wherein the base further 

8 The tubular sleeve of claxtn 7 wherei 

..d Shape for conforming to the shape of the pot. 
comprises a tapered shape tor ^ 

^= ..laims 7 or 8 wherein the base has 

9. The tubular sleeve of claims 

a bottom end having a gusset therein. 

^ -i^^me 7-Q Wherein the curved upper 

10. The tubular sleeve of claxms 7 9 wher 

r^^ttem comprises a plurality of peaks 
boundary of the decorative pattern comp 

. oeaks are generally within 0 mm to about 

and troughs wherein the peaks are g 

.Aa. of the base and the troughs are generally 
25 ran of the upper edge of the o 

unner edqe of the base, 
about 10 mm to about 60 mm below the upper edg 
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A plant package, comprising: 
a tubular sleeve comprising: 
• a base portion sized to contain a pot, 

an upper portion detachable from the base portion 
via a horizontal line of perforations, and 
. a decorative pattern disposed on or inherent to at 
least a portion of the base portion, with the 

.„™ havina a curved upper 
decorative pattern Having 

^dary positioned belo« the horizontal line 
of perforations, and the base portion having a 
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Clear zone between the horizontal line of 
perforations and the curved upper boundary of 
the decorative pattern; and 
a potted plant con?)rising a pot having an upper rim and 
a floral grouping having an upper portion and a 
lower portion, the potted plant disposed within the 
tubular sleeve and positioned therein such that the 
horizontal line of perforations and at least a 
portion of the curved upper boundary of the 
decorative pattern are positioned above the upper 
rim of the pot; and 
Wherein when the upper portion is detached . from the base 
portion, the base portion has the appearance of 
having a curved upper end. 

12. The plant package of claim ii wherein the upper portion 
Of the tubular sleeve is sized to substantially surround and 
enclose a floral grouping disposed within the pot. 

13. The plant package- of claims 11 or 12 wherein the base 
portion further comprises a tapered shape for substantially 
conforming to the shape of the pot. ~ 

14. The plant package of any one of claims 11-13 wherein the 
curved upper boundary of the. decorative pattern comprises a 
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pxuxau.y ot peaKs ana cr«..s wherein the peaKs are aenerally 
within 0 turn to about 

, -, • of nerf orations and the troughs are 
25 t«m of the horizontal line of perforatxo 

^, . -.n ««n to about 60 mm below the horizontal line of 
generally about 10 mm to abouc ou 

perforations . 

„o of anv one of claims 11-14 wherein at 
15 The plant package of any one 

.east a portion o. t.e curvea upper .ounaary c. ..e aecora.ive 
partem is posicionea near .he upper ri. o. .he po«ea plant. 

The plant parage any one o£ clai^ns la-lS Wherein U.e 
^ npper ^ry o. the decorative pattern encircles a portion 
of the lower portion of the floral grouping. 

17. A plant package, comprising! 
a tubular sleeve comprising: 

a base sized to contain a pot, the base having a 
substantially horizontal upper edge, and a 
decorative pattern disposed, on or inherent to 
at least a portion of the base portion, with 
the decorative pattern having a curved upper 
boundary positioned below the upper edge of 
the base, and the base having a clear zone 
between the upper edge and the curved upper 
boundary of the decorative pattern; and 
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a potted plant comprising a pot having an upper rim and 
a floral grouping having an upper portion and a 
lower portion, the potted plant disposed within the 
tubular sleeve and positioned therein such that the 
upper edge of the base and the curved upper 
boundary of the decorative pattern are positioned 
above the upper rim of the pot; and 
- wherein the base has the appearance of having a 
curved upper end. 

18. The plant package of claim 17 wherein the base of the 
Sleeve further comprises a tapered shape £or substantially 
conforming to the shape of the pot. 

19. The plant package of claims 17 or 18 wherein at least a 
portion Of the curved upper boundary of the decorative pattern is 
positioned near the upper rim of the potted plant. 

20. The plant padkage of any one of claims 17-19 wherein the 
curved upper boundary of the decorative pattern encircles a portion 
of the lower portion of the floral grouping. 

21. The plant package of any one of claims 17-20 wherein the 
curved upper boundary of . the decorative pattern comprises a 
plurality of peaks and troughs wherein the peaks are generally 
within 0 mm to about 
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,s ™« ot t.e upper ed.e of t.e base, and ch. « are seneraUy 
about 10 -n to about .0 belo„ the upper edge o£ the base. 
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A method Of co^ring a pot having an upper rim. 



10 



providing a tubular sleeve initially having a flattened 
state, Wherein the tubular sleeve comprises: 
a base portion sized to contain a pot and an upper 
portion detachable from the base portion via a 
horizontal line of perforations, and 
a decorative pattern disposed on or inherent to at 
least a portion of the base portion, with the 
decorative pattern having a curved upper 
boundary positioned below the horizontal line 
of perforations, and the base portion having a 
clear zone between the horizontal line of 
perforations and the curved upper boundary of 

the decorative pattern; and 
disposing the pot Within the base portion Of the tubular 

Sleeve .herein the horizontal line of perforations 
and the curved upper boundary o£ the decoratrve 
pattern are positioned above the upper rim of the 

Wherein when the upper portion is detached from the 
base portion, the base portion has the 
appearance of having a curved upper end. 
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23. The method of claim 22 wherein the upper portion of the 
tubular sleeve is sized to substantially surround and enclose a 
floral grouping disposed within the pot, the floral grouping having 
an upper portion and a lower portion. 

24. The method of claims 22 or 23 wherein the base portion of 
the tubular sleeve is tapered for conforming to the shape of the 
pot . 

25. The method of any one. of claims 22-24 wherein the curved 
upper boundary of the decorative pattern comprises a plurality of 
peaks and troughs wherein the peaks are generally within 0 mm to 
about 25 mm of the. horizontal line of perforations and the troughs 
are generally about lO mm to about 60 mm below the horizontal line 
of perforations. 

26. The method of any one of claims 22-25 wherein the base 
portion Of the tubular sleeve has a bottom end having a gusset 
therein . 

27. The method of any one of claims 22-26 further con?)rising 
the step of removing the upper portion via the horizontal line of 
perforations leaving the base portion about the pot such that the 
base portion has the appearance of having a- curved upper end. 
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^« of claims 22-27 wherein at least a 
28. The method of any one of claims z 

w ^A^T^ of the decorative pattern is 
portion of the curved upper boundary o£ 

positioned near the upper rim o£ the pot. 

The .ethod o. any one o£ claims 22-2. wherein the curved 
upper h^ndary ot the decorative pattern encircies a portion o. the 
lower portion of a floral grouping disposed within the pot. 

method Of covering a pot having an upper rim, 



30. A 
comprising 



10 



15 



providing a tuhular sleeve Initially having a flattened 
state, -herein the tubular sleeve comprxses: 
a base si«d to contain a pot, the base having a 
substantially straight upper edge, and a 
decorative pattern disposed on or inherent to 
at least a portion of the base portion, with 
the decorative pattern having a curved upper 
boundary positioned below the upper edge of 
the base, and the base having a clear zone 
between the upper edge and the curved upper 
boundary of the decorative pattern, and 
disposing the pot within the base of the tubular sleeve 
Wherein the upper edge of the base and the curved 
upper boundary of the decorative pattern are 
positioned above the upper rim of the pot; and 
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wherein the base has the appearance of having a 
curved upper end. 

31. The method of claim 30 whe.ein the base of the tubular- 
Weeve is tapered for conforming to the shape of the pot. 

32. The method of claims 30 or 31 wherein the base of the 
tubular Sleeve has a bottom end having a gusset therein. 

33 . The method of any one of claims 30-32 wherein at least a 
portion Of the curved upper boundary of the decorative pattern is 
positioned near the upper rim of the pot. 

34. The method of any one of claims 30-33 wherein the curved 
upper boundary of the decorative pattern encircles a portion of the 
lower portion of a floral grouping disposed within the pot. 

35. The method of any one of claims 30-34 wherein the curved 
upper boundary of the decorative pattern conprises a plurality of 
peaks and troughs wherein the peaks are generally within o mm to 
about 2S ™ Of the upper edge of the base and the troughs are 
generally about 10 ™ to about 60 ™ below the upper edge of the 
base . 
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